INTRODUCING FUTURELEARN
What can students expect from the courses?

FREE
MASSIVE
OPEN
ONLINE
COURSES

2 to 6 HOURS
per week

Quizzes, assessments and completion
stats give a sense of progress

1,000 to
100,000 STUDENTS

OPEN TO ALL

per course

Sign up takes less than a minute;
ideal for A-level; accreditation
available

6 TO 10 WEEKS

SOCIAL INTERACTION

course duration

The courses can be done to fit your
schedule

composed of videos, interviews,
articles, discussions, social learning,
and exercises

PARTNERS
Founded and funded by the Open University, we’re proud to count 40 world class universities and
specialist institutions amongst our partners

SOCIAL LEARNING
Social interaction is central to the FutureLearn platform

User profiles

Conversations on content

Activity feeds

HANGOUTS ON AIR AND LIVE VIDEO STREAMS
Just a few of the wide range of live video sessions that partners have been experimenting with

FEEDBACK HAS BEEN EXCELLENT….

Never:

Very poor:

Poor:

3%

<1%

1%

Only when
something
really
interests me:

OK:

9%

Excellent:
Good:

46%

In a few
months:

17%	
  

Straight away

30%

11%

42%
In a few weeks:

41%

Overall rating
Figures may not sum to 100% due to rounding

How soon would you like to do
another FutureLearn course?

DEMO VIDEO
How it works…

h#ps://www.futurelearn.com/about/how-‐it-‐works	
  

How can it benefit you?

AS PART OF THE UCAS PROCESS….
A great way to improve interviews and show commitment

“When it comes to their university

application, if a prospective student were to
show evidence they had completed a
MOOC aligned with their subject of choice,
then it would be a tangible demonstration
of their interest in that area. It would of
course also give them something interesting
and relevant to talk about at interview.”
VIV JONES – Pro Vice-Chancellor for Student Education,
The University of Leeds

HELP MAKE TRANSITIONS EASIER
Make the most of the time you have

MAKE CHOICES ABOUT UNIVERSITIES AND COURSES
Try before you buy

•

Which? University surveyed 8,053 UK undergraduates in summer
2013 and found that 26% wished they had done more research
into their choice of course and university

•

One in ten regretted their choice of university and 11 per cent
were sorry they had picked their course – equating to over 25,000
students

	
  
	
  

Source:	
  Bri;sh	
  Council	
  2013	
  Conference:	
  Educa;on	
  Agents	
  and	
  Future	
  of	
  Interna;onal	
  Educa;on;	
  Daily	
  Mail	
  report	
  on	
  Which	
  Survey,	
  11	
  Sept	
  2013	
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LEARN FROM PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD
Giving students a valuable international experience

190+	
  
Countries represented on
FutureLearn	
  

LEARNING TO LEARN
Improve techniques and get better results all round

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
	
  

Independent learning
Critical thinking
Asking questions
Academic currency
The power of data
Textual analysis
Structure
Support EPQ

92% OF STUDENTS BELIEVE DOING THE COURSE WILL BENEFIT THEM
We asked students who had undertaken a FutureLearn Course
How do you think doing a FutureLearn course will benefit you?
Help me prepare for University
Improve my UCAS applications/
interviews
Give me a taster to help me
decide what to study in future
Help improve A-Level results
Give me new ideas
Help me learn about subjects not
covered in school
Improve my learning techniques
Will not help me	
  

	
  
	
  

FutureLearn courses

PREPARING FOR UNI
University of East Anglia’s course develops skills for A Level and University study

Higher education is about learning at a higher level: developing skills relating
to critical thinking; holding a supported, substantive argument; analysing and
using data or sources critically. These are university-level skills but you can
work on the foundations of these skills before you get there, as well as use
them to benefit A Level study. Link to trailer: https://www.futurelearn.com/
courses/preparing-for-uni

FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY: WITNESS INVESTIGATION
The Open University’s course teaches how psychology can help obtain evidence from
eyewitnesses in police investigations and prevent miscarriages of justice

Using videos of real witnesses and from cameras that go behind the scenes of
a police investigation, this course explores the psychology of eyewitness
testimony. You will get the chance to test your own cognitive skills and to see
whether your powers of investigation are as good as a crack squad of police
oﬃcers, as you try to solve a crime using nothing but evidence from
eyewitnesses. Trailer: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/forensic-psychology

DEVELOPING YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT
The University of Southampton’s course supports you with every step of a research project

This course is ideal for those considering or undertaking a EPQ. The practical,
hands-on lessons will give you the opportunity to share your ideas with fellow
researchers from all over the world, to receive peer feedback on your research
proposals and enable you to review and comment on the work of other
researchers, building a supportive community of like-minded curious learners.
Trailer: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/research-project-jul-2014

IRISH LIVES IN WAR AND REVOLUTION: EXPLORING IRELAND’S HISTORY 1912-1923
Trinity College Dublin’s course explores how political change, violence, and total war aﬀects life
in the most fundamental way

Through videos, assignments and discussions, this course introduces you to
the history of Ireland in one of its most tumultuous periods. Considering the
choices of those who fought in all sorts of ways, this course allows us to
question our broader understanding of these years.
Link to video: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/irish-history

THE SCIENCE OF MEDICINES
In Monash University’s course week by week you will study a new medicine and health area, the
mechanics of diseases and the chemistry of medicine and how it works in the body

This course is designed by a team of experts who focus on improving
education delivery to pharmacy students at Monash University, Australia. The
course will be particularly relevant for those who care for people aﬀected by
the conditions covered, as it will bring practical patient tips drawn from the
understanding of the science.

INSIDE CANCER: HOW GENES INFLUENCE CANCER DEVELOPMENT
The University of Bath’s course will give an overview of the main molecular genetic pathways that
are disrupted in cancer cells and will introduce the concept of cancer stem cells

Cancer cells form part of complex tissues, containing diﬀerent cell types,
each with their own unique rules of behaviour. As a class, we will explore this
unique genetic landscape of cancer cells. We will introduce the concept of
DNA mutations and the emerging area of epigenetics and identify how they
confer a selective advantage to cancer cells with unstable DNA, leading to
uncontrolled cell division and tumour growth.

HADRIAN’S WALL: LIFE ON THE ROMAN FRONTIER
Newcastle University’s course will explore the archaeology of the most heavily fortified frontier in
the Roman Empire, its people and their lives.

This six week course oﬀers a comprehensive introduction to Hadrian’s Wall
and its people and raises fascinating issues concerning colonisation, cultural
transformation, immigration, integration and imperialism. We will explore life
in the region before the construction of the Wall, the arrival of the Roman
army and its impact on the local population.

GETTING A GRIP ON MATHEMATICAL SYMBOLISM
Loughborough University’s course will teach you to think mathematically and explore essential
concepts.

This course is aimed at those who aspire to study science or engineering
foundation courses at university. It draws upon the experience of staﬀ from
the Mathematics Education Centre at Loughborough University - a centre
that has specialised for many years in mathematics teaching and
mathematics support for science and engineering students who find the
transition to university mathematics particularly challenging.

Get started!
www.futurelearn.com
Sign up is free and takes less than a minute

Appendix

SOCIAL LEARNING
FutureLearn incorporates OU expertise in distance and social learning in its design

Direct learning from others
e.g. Learner posts questions
and gets answers

SOCIAL
LEARNING

Knowledge sharing

Learner is aware of learning activity
of others (e.g. notes)

Implicit learning
Learner engages with others to
develop shared representations.

Learner engages in sustained
dialogue with others

Orchestrated collaboration
Mentor guides a group towards exploration of
diﬀerence or shared understanding

Learners pass on ideas and
information to others

Vicarious learning

Conversational learning

Much work has gone
into designing
FutureLearn to provide
the best of social
learning at a distance
and at scale

Shared knowledge building
Learner develops knowledge with others
through dialogue and interaction

Zone of proximal development
Learner learns through interaction and
conversation with a more knowledgeable other

