
Glossary 
 
AMR - Antimicrobial Resistance 
 
AMS – Antimicrobial Stewardship 
 
Anatomic Therapeutic Chemical code (ATC Code) - a unique code assigned to a medicine according 
to the organ or system it works on and how it works 
 
Antibiogram - an overall profile of antimicrobial susceptibility testing results of a specific 
microorganism to a battery of antimicrobial drugs. 
 
Antibiotic - A chemical substance –strictly one produced by a microorganism that kills or inhibits the 
growth of bacteria at very low concentrations. The term is frequently used interchangeably with 
antibacterial and antimicrobial. 
 
Antibiotic cycling – involves using a specific antibiotic as a first-line therapy for all patients for a 
defined period, replacing that antibiotic with a drug of a different class but a similar spectrum of 
activity for the same duration, then repeating the cycle. 
 
Antifungal - adj. Capable of destroying fungi; noun any agent that destroys or prevents the growth 
of fungi 
 
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing (AST) - A procedure used to determine which antibiotics a 
specific organism or group of organisms are susceptible to. 
 
Antiparasitic - a class of medications which are indicated for the treatment of parasitic diseases, 
such as those caused by helminths, amoeba, ectoparasites, parasitic fungi, and protozoa, among 
others. 
 
Antiviral - adj. Inhibiting or stopping the growth and reproduction of viruses; noun any drug that 
destroys viruses 
 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) - works in partnership with 
patients, consumers, clinicians, managers, policy makers and healthcare organisations to achieve a 
sustainable, safe and high-quality health system. 
 
AWaRe index - access, watch, reserve - a tool to support antibiotic stewardship efforts at local, 
national and global levels 
 
Bacteraemia - the presence of bacteria in the bloodstream 
 
Bacterial fitness – the ability to adapt metabolism to survive and grow in different environments i.e., 
in vitro or in vivo 
 
Balancing measures - measuring the desirable or undesirable unintended consequence of a 
particular intervention 
 
  



Batch preparation of intravenous antimicrobials - whereby infusion rate of the IV bag and the 
scheduled start time medication allows a pharmacy information system to calculate when the bag 
would be empty and schedule one or more bags to be prepared in advance. 
Therapeutic substitution: the replacement of the originally-prescribed drug with an alternative 
molecule with assumed equivalent therapeutic effect 
 
Behaviour change - the outcomes of applying behaviour science 
 
 
Behaviour Change Wheel (BCW) - A model for understanding health behaviours in complex 
interventions. 
 
Behaviour science - The application and testing of theoretically founded hypotheses through 
systematic investigation of behaviour and associated factors 
 
Beta-lactam antibiotics - antibiotics that contain a beta-lactam ring in their chemical structure. 
 
Blood culture - A laboratory test to check for bacteria, yeast, fungi, or other microorganisms in the 
blood.  
 
CDC - Centre for Disease and Control  
 
Colonisation - presence of a microorganism on/in a host, with growth and multiplication of the 
organism, but without interaction between host and organism 
 
COM-B - Capability, Opportunity, and Motivation for Behaviour change  
 
Community healthcare - a medical specialty that focuses on the physical and mental well-being of 
the people in a specific geographic region  
 
Compliance audit – a comprehensive review of an organization's adherence to regulatory guidelines. 
 
COPD - Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
 
Cultural dynamics – the formation, maintenance, and transformation of cultures over time. 
 
Cumulative antibiogram – a report which summarizes the susceptibility of commonly isolated 
microorganisms to usual antibiotics in a defined period of time. 
 
Days of Therapy (DOT) – the aggregate sum of days for which any amount of a specific antimicrobial 
agent was administered to individual patients 
 
Defined  Daily Doses (DDDs) - The average dose prescribed according to a representative sample of 
prescriptions 
 
Driver Diagram - a visual display of a team’s theory of what “drives,” or contributes to, the 
achievement of a project aim. 
 
Empiric treatment – medical treatment or therapy based on experience and, more specifically, 
therapy begun on the basis of a clinical "educated guess" in the absence of complete or perfect 
information. 



 
Essential Medicines List (EML) - a register of minimum medicine needs for every healthcare system 
 
Formulary restriction – limits on institutional drug use 
 
Front End - Interventions that target the decision-making process that lead to the prescription and 
administration of an antibiotic 
 
GASPH - Global Antimicrobial Stewardship Partnership Hub  
 
GLASS - Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance system 
 
HAI – Hospital Acquired Infection 
 
Implementation fidelity – The degree to which a program or healthcare intervention is implemented 
as intended by the program or intervention developer 
 
Information management – Information management is the collection, storage, curation, 
dissemination, archiving and destruction of documents, images, drawings and others sources of 
information. 
 
IPC – Infection, Prevention and Control 
 
IVOST - intravenous (IV) to oral antibiotic switch 
 
Line Infection - a serious infection that occurs when bacteria or viruses enter the bloodstream 
through the central line. 
 
LMIC – Lower Middle Income Countries 
 
Meta-analysis - examination of data from a number of independent studies of the same subject, in 
order to determine overall trends. 
 
Morbidity - the relative incidence of a particular disease 
 
Mortality - the ratio of deaths in an area to the population of that area; expressed per 1000 per year 
 
Multidisciplinary team – MDT - a group of health care workers who are members of different 
disciplines (professions e.g. Psychiatrists, Social Workers, etc.), each providing specific services to the 
patient 
 
NAPs - National Action Plans 
 
Outcome measure - a tool used to assess a patient's current status 
 
PDSA – Plan, Study, Do, Act  
 
Positive Predictive value – It is the ratio of patients truly diagnosed as positive to all those who had 
positive test results 
 
 



PPRF - Post-prescription review with feedback – a patient-specific approach that involves review of 
the patient's antimicrobial therapy, followed by feedback, which may include suggested 
modifications to optimise therapy 

 
PPA – Pre-prescription authorisation 
 
PPP – Purchasing Power Parities 
 
PPDSA – Prepare, Plan, Do, Study, Adjust 
 
Pre-operative Antibiotic Prophylaxis – administering antibiotics prior to performing surgery to help 
decrease the risk of postoperative infections 
 
Process measures – Measures used to assess the reliability of systems in place to support 
prescribing and may include processes for decision making when prescribing antibiotics and review 
of patient medicine charts(prescriptions). Process measures are often used to assess how well an 
AMS intervention has been implemented. 
 
Qualitative measurement - focuses on collecting information that is not numerical 
 
Quantitative measurement – focuses on collecting numerical data 
 
Risk factor – Something that increases the chance of developing a disease. 
 
Structural measures - used to assess a facility or organisation’s capacity, systems and processes. The 
national and healthcare facility core elements present essential structures for implementing national 
and healthcare facility level AMS programmes. 
 
Surgical antibiotic prophylaxis - the use of antibiotics to prevent infections at the surgical site. 
 
Surveillance (of resistance) - the collection of antibiotic susceptibility test results undertaken by 
microbiology laboratories on bacteria isolated from clinical samples sent for investigation. 
 
SWOT analysis – analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats 
 
TACTA - Target Action Context Timeframe Actors – A simple behavioural approach to articulate a 
particular change. The TACTA approach can help identify an exact behaviour that needs to be 
changed or improved. 
 
TAP – Tailoring Antimicrobial Resistance Programmes 
 
Therapeutic drug monitoring - testing that measures the amount of certain medicines in your blood. 
 
Therapeutic substitution - the replacement of the originally-prescribed drug with an alternative 
molecule with assumed equivalent therapeutic effect 
 
THP – Tailoring Health Programmes 
 
Transmission - an incident in which an infectious disease is transmitted 



 
Washout period – A period between clinical treatments in which any medication delivered as the 
first treatment is allowed to wash out of the person before the second treatment begins. 
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