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But first of all, we should consider, should our approach to exotic pets actually be any different to using

antimicrobials in other species? Yes and no. Obviously, you will have had a lot of information already about

responsible antimicrobial usage and the issues that we are seeing, but exotic pet species do throw up some

additional challenges.

Number one is probably the small size of some of our patients. And the little hamster on the top right illustrates

that pretty well. This may limit certainly sampling and also administration of drugs. So if this little hamster has a

respiratory infection, it's very unlikely that I'm going to be able to get a representative sample for culture, and it's

much more likely that I'm going to have to make an empirical decision on what antibiotic to use.

And equally, this little animal may be very stressed by frequent handling, so I may need to consider which drug to

prescribe based on frequency of administration. But I can't sit and wait for results. Often, these patients are

presented in really, a pretty critical condition, and that's particularly the case in birds and in small mammals, which

both have a rapid metabolism. Again, going to affect the drugs we use, but also is going to mean that once they

do show us any clinical signs, they tend to deteriorate pretty quickly.

So we generally do need to prescribe antibiotics on day one and if we feel they are justified. We also need to bear

in mind any species-specific reactions to drugs, which can be pretty significant, and in some circumstances, fatal.

And we'll go on to look at this when we look at case examples in the latter sessions.

And cost I have listed there with a few question marks. I think this used to be more of a factor in exotic pet

practice, when many of the small mammals in particular are were traditionally children's pets. Nowadays, we do

see that owners are much more bonded to them, have higher expectations of their care, and are likely to spend a

little more.

And so they shouldn't be affecting our decisions on prescribing antibiotics at least. But it may still have some

influence when it comes to taking samples and further investigations. So this is still on our radar.

And lastly, probably one of the most important points is the actual knowledge of the veterinary practitioner.

Hopefully, you're all during this course because you want to learn more about antibiotics and how to use them. But

often, many people will go to their default antibiotic of choice in an unfamiliar species just because they don't know

any better.


