
MOOC LEAD EDUCATOR  

  

Dr Barbara Daniel, Reader in Forensic Education, MSc Forensic Science programme lead, King’s Forensics  

Dr Daniel studied Zoology at UCL specialising in cell biology and immunology and continued at UCL for her PhD 

studying the invertebrate immune response with relation to infection with Schistosoma margrebowieii.  She moved 

to King's College London in 1990 as a postdoctoral scientist working on IgE immune reactions.   

Barbara took over the MSc Forensic Science in 1996 as she had become deeply interested in Forensic Science and the 

scientific challenges wrought by trying to work with evidential material away from the sterile ‘controlled’ laboratory 

environment. It is now the longest running accredited programme of its kind in England consistently receiving 

commendations from the Chartered Society of Forensic Sciences.    

Dr Daniel works closely with the police and the forensic providers and carries out targeted research of benefit to the 

forensic community. Her research group is headed up by Dr Nunzianda Frascione and their particular areas of 

interest are in the development of novel methods for the detection of body fluids and the analysis of trace DNA. 

They also contribute to the work of the Drug Control Centre in detection of cheating in sport by investigating ways of 

detecting autologous blood doping.    

Dr Daniel has been keen to educate through technology and innovation throughout her career and has been the 

Lead Educator for this MOOC with the aim of promoting the excellent teaching, research and accredited service 

provision at King’s Forensics.   
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MOOC PROJECT LEAD  

  

Lesley Nott, Business Manager, King’s Forensics  

Lesley works within the King’s Forensics group as Business Manager, and also as Clinic & Case Manager for DNA 

analysis at King’s ISO 17025 UKAS accredited laboratory.  She is an expert in specialist and complex forensic,  

immigration and relationship casework.  Lesley is lead for the Business Managers Network and Analytical,  

Environmental and Forensic Sciences Professional Services Network, championing PS staff at King’s College London.  

She provides mentoring and professional development support for PhD Researchers and students on the MSc/MRes 

Forensic Science and summer school programmes.  
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__________________________________________________________________________________  

MOOC WEEK LEADS AND CO LEADS Week 1 Lead  

  

Gabriella Mason-Buck, Forensic Scientist, PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

Gabriella is responsible for the DNA forensic casework, along with being an assistant technical and quality manager 

for the DNA analysis at King’s unit. She is undertaking a PhD titled ‘Forensic metagenomics: an investigative 

intelligence tool’ and is involved in other research areas within King’s Forensics. She holds a Post-Graduate  

Certificate in Higher Education (PGCAPHE) and is a Fellow of the Higher Education Authority. Gabriella teaches on a 

number of courses and modules within the department and co-lead the ‘Forensic Genetics’ module on the MSc 

Forensic Science program.  
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1 Co Lead  

  

James Gooch, PhD Student, King’s Forensics  

James is a final year PhD student within the King's Forensics group at King’s College London. His primary research 

focus concerns the development of novel biosensors for the detection of biological fluids and fingermarks at crime 

scenes. As a Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) PhD scholarship awardee, James dedicates approximately 20% of his 

time to teaching activities.   
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Week 2 Lead  

https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/gabriella-masonbuck(33cf6b16-fb23-48ee-b770-ac65cffac610).html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/gabriella-masonbuck(33cf6b16-fb23-48ee-b770-ac65cffac610).html
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/lsm/research/divisions/aes/research/Kings-Forensics/index.aspx
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/lsm/research/divisions/aes/research/Kings-Forensics/index.aspx
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/james.gooch.html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/james.gooch.html
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/James_Gooch2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/James_Gooch2


  

Dr David Ballard, Senior Scientist DNA analysis at King’s, King’s Forensics  

David Ballard is a researcher in forensic genetics and the senior scientist within the ISO17025 accredited DNA 

analysis at King’s unit.  Dr Ballard has over 15 years’ experience in the human identity field and his research 

interests are currently focused on next generation sequencing technologies and phenotype prediction.  David is a 

lecturer on the MSc Forensic Science programme and supervises PhD and postgraduate students. RESEARCH  
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Week 2 Co Lead  

Gabriella Mason-Buck, Forensic Scientist, PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

As above  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Week 3 Lead  

  

Dr Alan Brailsford, Research Fellow, King's Forensics  

Alan joined the Drug Control Centre (DCC) in 2004 as a PhD student in analytical chemistry, working in areas 

including method development, validation and training. Since then he has continued his development in the field of 

bioanalysis focusing on the evidential analysis of compounds relating to forensic toxicology and doping in biological 

fluids. The DCC is a world-renowned anti-doping laboratory accredited by both the World Anti-Doping Agency 

(WADA) and United Kingdom Accreditation Service (ISO 17025, UKAS).   
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Week 3 Co Lead  
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Bronagh Murphy, GTA & PhD Researcher, King's Forensics  
  

Bronagh Murphy is a Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) on the Forensic Science and Analytical Toxicology 
postgraduate programmes at KCL. She is also completing a PhD and research interests include suspect 
screening and identification of energetic materials.    
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Week 4 Lead  

  

Dr Denise Syndercombe Court, Professor of Forensic Genetics, Head of DNA analysis at King’s, King’s Forensics  

Professor Denise Syndercombe Court (PhD, FIBMS, SSci, DMedT, MSB, CBiol, MFSSoc) is a highly respected scientist, 

academic, statistician and published author with over twenty years’ experience in laboratory research, evidential 

examination and is a court-going accredited expert witness, giving evidence in court on many occasions over the last 

fifteen years.  Her expertise relates to human DNA analysis for identification, both analysis and interpretation and 

she is familiar with molecular biology techniques involving sequencing and fragment analysis in the analysis of 

nuclear and mitochondrial DNA, methylated DNA and RNA in all body fluids.  She leads an ISO17025 Ministry of 

Justice accredited laboratory as part of King’s Forensics that specialises in human relationships.    
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Week 4 Co Lead  
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Julie Burrill, PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

Julie is conducting her doctoral research on the localization and characterization of DNA content within “touch 

deposits” for forensic contexts. Her professional background is in DNA casework and forensic science litigation in the 

U.S. She also contributes to the teaching/practicals for the MSc courses in Forensic Biology and Forensic Genetics.   

RESEARCH  
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Additional King’s Forensics Team Contributors (alphabetical)  

  

  

  

Dr Vincenzo Abbate CSci CChem MRSC FHEA,   
Head of R&D - Drug Control Centre  
King’s Forensics  

Dr Abbate is a pharmaceutical chemist with expertise in drug design & development and analytical toxicology. He is a 
Lecturer in Analytical Toxicology and the Programme Leader on the MSc Analytical Toxicology programme as well as 

heading up Research and Development for the Drug Control Centre accredited laboratory.  
  
RESEARCH  
  
WEBSITE  
  
_________________________________________________________________________  
  

  
Anastasia Aliferi, PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

Anastasia is a doctor of philosophy candidate in forensic genetics, currently working on her research project within 

the King’s Forensics group at King’s College London. Having previously studied biology and forensic science, her 

current research focuses on the use of DNA methylation analysis for the prediction of someone’s age from DNA 

material that can be found at a crime scene. Anastasia is also involved in similar projects on predicting geographic 

origin and external appearance and she is part of the forensic science teaching and outreach team of King’s College 

London.   
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Dr Leon Barron, Senior Lecturer, King’s Forensics  

Dr Leon Barron is a Senior Lecturer in Forensic Science at KCL within the King's Forensics team. He leads the 

Environmental & Forensic Chemistry research group focusing on new, defensible approaches to the detection of 

environmental hazards/crime and their effects on humans/biota. This includes new methodologies to identify, 

monitor and understand the effects of novel environmental pollutants (e.g. pharmaceuticals, illicit drugs and 

personal care products), environmental detection of security threats (e.g. early warning explosives detection in 

air/water), wildlife crime and ecotoxicology.  He is a member of the Royal Society of Chemistry and the Chartered 

Society of Forensic Sciences and a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.  

RESEARCH  
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Dr Andrew Chan, Lecturer, King’s College London  

Currently a Lecturer in Pharmaceutical Molecular Spectroscopy at King’s College London, Dr Chan’s research is mainly 

focused on the application of FTIR to study how living cells interact with pharmaceutical substances and techniques 

to improve spatial resolution and specificity of FTIR.  
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Joanna Czerwinska, PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

My PhD project aims to understand the in vivo distribution and metabolism of mephedrone (a popular recreational 

drug) in a human body. In addition to research, I also run lab practicals for the MSc Forensic Science students.  
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Lucinda Davenport, Laboratory Teaching Technician and PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

Lucinda is responsible for the organisation and running of the laboratory practicals throughout the MSc/MRes 

Forensic Science programme at King’s College London.  She supports teaching and research projects and is currently  

undertaking her own PhD research in to how we can use new DNA sequencing methods to determine how 

individuals are genetically related.  
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Dr Nunzianda Frascione, Lecturer in Forensic Science, King’s Forensics  

Dr Frascione's research focuses on the nature and evidential use of forensic trace evidence such as 
biological fluids, touch DNA and fingermarks. She teaches on the MSc Forensic Science and is the Module 
Tutor for the Crime Scene and Forensic Science Summer Programme.   
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Federica Giangasparo, Forensic Analyst, PhD Researcher, King’s Forensics  

Quality co-management of the ISO 17025 accredited DNA analysis' laboratory at King's Forensics for 
immigration and relationship casework. Involved in the DNA analysis workflow and quality control as well 
as in research of bio-molecular markers to implement human DNA identification techniques.  
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Dr Thomas H Miller MRSC, Postdoctoral Research Associate, King’s Forensics  

Environmental toxicologist focusing on the impact of environmental contaminants on aquatic wildlife and human 

health. Research primarily focusses on occurrence, fate and effects of these contaminants in a freshwater invertebrate.   

RESEARCH  
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Dr Danielle Moncrieffe, Researcher, King’s Forensics  

Danielle has recently received an award from Agilent for her PCC funded research on P-111-NP as part of the World 

Anti Doping Association (WADA) and King’s College London’s collaboration under the supervision of Professor David 

aCowan at the Drug Control Centre.  In a BBC film Terrific Scientific - Danielle Moncrieffe explains how she tests 

athletes for banned substances using a form of separation called chromatography to check that athletes are not 

taking banned substances.  
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Alvaro Varela Morillas, MRes Graduate, King’s Forensics  

Alvaro is currently working at DNA analysis at King’s supporting the clinic.  A graduate of the MRes Forensic Science 

programme at King’s College London, he has recently published on the feasibility of a handheld near infrared device 

for the qualitative analysis of bloodstains.  Alvaro also supports the website for the British Academy of Forensic 

Sciences and helps organise events.  
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______________________________________________________________________________________ Special 

acknowledgement to External Expert Contributors  

  

Tracy Alexander, City of London Police  

Tracy Alexander is currently Director of Forensic Services at City of London Police. She graduated from King’s College 

London with an MSc in Forensic Science, is Treasurer and executive council member of the British Academy of 

Forensic Sciences, a member of the Chartered Society of Forensic Sciences and a board member of Inside Justice.  

She has worked in forensic science for 25 years, spending 17 years within the Directorate of Forensic Services at New 

Scotland Yard as Crime Scene Manager for the Homicide Command and latterly as Head of Forensic Intelligence. As 

case review specialist at LGC Forensics she headed the cold case investigation unit working on many high profile 

cases. Tracy is also a visiting senior lecturer at Kings College, London.  
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Gihan Lekamwattage, City of London Police  

Gihan Lekamwattage is currently Forensic Manager at City of London Police. WEBSITE  

  

__________________________________________________________________________  

  

  

Dr Ann Priston OBE, BSc, PhD, FCSFS, Visiting Lecturer in Expert Witness Training and Court Procedure  

Dr Priston is a Consultant Forensic Biologist, textile fibres examiner with 48 years’ experience.  Holder of 16  

Commendations.  8 years as Justice of the Peace, Past President of the Chartered Society of Forensic Sciences. Over 

30 years as lecturer at King's College London on the MSc in Forensic Science programme, and as Tutor for Inner 

Temple Advocacy Master Class.  Chair of Trustees, and Advisory Panel member of the charity Inside Justice. 

RESEARCH AND PRIZE  
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Dr Lisa Mountford, King’s College London  

Dr Mountford’s teaching and research interests lie in the Criminal Law/Evidence field and in legal education in 

general. She has taught Criminal Evidence, Criminal Litigation and Advocacy and Criminal Law for many years.  She 

also sits as a magistrate in North Staffordshire and has lectured extensively on the LL.B and LPC at Staffordshire 

University for 20 plus years before becoming a part-time Teaching Fellow of Criminal Law at King’s College London 

and at Keele University in 2016.  Dr Mountford co-author of Criminal Litigation (14th edition) published by OUP. 

RESEARCH & PUBLICATION  

WEBSITE  

https://au.linkedin.com/in/gihan-lekamwattage-141198164
https://au.linkedin.com/in/gihan-lekamwattage-141198164
http://www.csofs.org/The-Dr-Ann-Priston-Award
http://www.csofs.org/The-Dr-Ann-Priston-Award
http://www.staffs.ac.uk/news/staffs-uni-launches-new-litigation-textbook-tcm4219205.jsp
http://www.staffs.ac.uk/news/staffs-uni-launches-new-litigation-textbook-tcm4219205.jsp
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Robert Brown, Partner, Corker Binning  

Robert Brown is a highly respected criminal litigator and advocate with over 30 years’ experience of criminal work 

ranging from high profile fraud and corruption cases to extradition, regulatory and general criminal matters. Robert 

is Chairman of Citizens Watch International (CWI), which organises training, research and mutual exchanges between 

criminal justice professionals and NGO workers within the Russian Federation, the UK and other EU member 

countries. He has been part of a team of experts, led by Maastricht University, who developed training guidance for 

lawyers and police officers across Europe, to achieve common minimum standards regarding the rights of suspects in 

criminal proceedings.   

WEBSITE  
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Kristiina Reid, Barrister, Pump Court  

Kristiina Reid has substantial expertise in serious and complex criminal and regulatory litigation and has a mixed 

common law practice with particular expertise in criminal litigation, regulatory crime and family law proceedings. 

She is described by her peers as “a lawyer of integrity who constantly reaches for and achieves the highest standard.”  

WEBSITE  
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Natsumi Kuroda 

Natsumi was born and grew up in Tokyo. After graduating from Waseda University with a degree in theatre studies, 

she worked as an actor for a decade in Japan. She came to the UK in 2013, and retrained at the East 15 Acting 

School. Since then, Natsumi has worked internationally. 

http://www.natsumikuroda.com/ 

https://www.corkerbinning.com/people/robert-brown/
https://www.corkerbinning.com/people/robert-brown/
http://www.6pumpcourt.co.uk/barrister/kristiina-reed/
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