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Glossary of terms 
 

Adverse events (AEs) – Any undesired harmful effect resulting from a medication or 
pharmaceutical product.  

 

Anaphylaxis – Severe or potentially life-threatening reaction to a trigger, such as an allergy.  

 

Antibiotic resistance (ABR) - A property of some bacteria which renders certain antibiotics 
ineffective against them in the laboratory or when they are used to treat infections. Resistance 
may be an intrinsic characteristic, or may be acquired and selected by exposure to antibiotics. 
The latter category frequently has greater public health significance. 

 

Antibiotic Stewardship Programmes (ASPs) – Sets of interventions aimed at promoting 
the use of antibiotics appropriately, i.e. in accordance with existing guidance.  

 

Antimicrobial - A chemical substance that kills or inhibits the growth of microorganisms such 
as bacteria, viruses or fungi. Antibiotic is a class of antimicrobial.  

 

Antimicrobial Stewardship (AMS) - An organisational or healthcare-system-wide approach 
to promoting and monitoring judicious use of antimicrobials to preserve their future 
effectiveness. 

 

Broad-spectrum antibiotics – Antibiotics that have activity against several microorganisms 
harbouring different mechanisms of resistance. These antibiotics should preferably be used 
empirically in the setting of patients with severe infections or when antimicrobial resistance is 
present. 

 

Endodontic – Branch of dentistry concerning dental pulp and tissues surrounding the roots of 
a tooth. 

 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) - The processes of preventing the occurrence or 
spread or infection in healthcare settings. 

 

Medico-legal – Something that involves both medical and legal aspects.  
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Microbiome – The genetic material of all the microbes that live inside the human body, this 
includes bacteria, fungi, protozoa and viruses. 

 

Morbidity - The state of being ill, diseased or injured. (‘Morbidity rate’ describes the occurrence 
of a disease or condition that causes morbidity). 

 

Mortality - Death, or the frequency or number of deaths. For example: infections are a major 
cause of mortality worldwide, and the mortality rate of [this type of] infection is 30%. 

 

Multidisciplinary – Combining or involving several professional specialisations or academic 
disciplines to approach a topic or problem.   

 

Prophylactic - Medications or treatments that are preventive in the treatment of disease. For 
example, antimicrobials are sometimes given prophylactically before surgery to prevent 
infection. 

 

Prophylaxis - Treatment given or action taken to prevent infection. 

 

Pulpitis – Inflammation of the dental pulp (tissue in the centre of a tooth). 

 

Sepsis - A serious medical condition that is characterised by a whole- body inflammatory state 
(called a systemic inflammatory response syndrome or SIRS) and the presence of a known or 
suspected infection. 
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