
You �nd a tin but the label is missing. How long 
has it been there? What’s in it exactly?
 Identi�cation is easier if the tin is 
labelled, so it is obvious where 
to put it in a kitchen, or 
where to store it in a
warehouse.

INGREDIENTS
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 

STORAGE
Store in a cool dry place. Once opened empty, cover and refrigerate. Use within two
days. Best before end: see can end

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy 
nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 
nisl ut aliquip 

METADATA
Data with no nasty surprises

Some parts of the label are for humans to read, 
and some for computers. The humans want to 
know the calories or allergens. Barcodes are for 
identifying the item in a database, for stock 
control or sales records.

You could go ahead and open the 
unlabelled tin, but how con�dent are 
you that you will recognise and be able to 
use the contents – do you want a tin of custard 
for dinner? How would you cook it without 
instructions? The label has essential information 
including the sell by date and the exact weight or volume.

The mystery unlabelled tin says a lot about encountering 
undocumented data that someone else has produced.  
The label, or metadata, is vital for identi�cation and correct 
use of the contents. The more information provided on the 
label, especially standardised information, the better.


