
Target oxygen saturation levels for preterm babies in first minutes of life

WHO recommendations on interventions to improve preterm birth outcomes, World Health Organization, 2015 

Time (after birth) All preterm infants

2 minutes 55% – 75%

3 minutes 65% – 80%

4 minutes 70% – 85%

5 minutes 80% – 90%

10 minutes 85% – 95%

The adjustment of the concentration of oxygen levels should by 10% (FiO2 = 0.1) 
per 30 seconds and must be guided by oxygen saturation levels reached
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