
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you like about teaching 

and living in Spain? 
The place is fascinating. The differences 

between the regions in terms of language 

and culture are intriguing. The food is good 

(not as great as the Spanish think, but you 

eat well). The contrasts are transfixing. It 

really is a place much, much more than 

beaches and Sangria. Investigate everything 

and it is genuinely interesting. Working here 

you meet all sorts of people, they generally 

talk a lot (so classes aren’t boring!) and I 

find I learn a lot. 

 

Do you need to speak the 

language to teach in Spain? 
It’s not essential in order to work. However,  

knowing the language can be useful for 

lower level classes, and it does help you to 

understand why learners make typical 

mistakes.   

 

Who do you teach? 
If you come to Spain you need to decide if 

you are teaching adults or kids.  Classes for 

kids in state schools have teaching 

assistants, which is one option.  You can 

also work in private schools.  Most teachers 

work in academies teaching children taking 

extra-curricular classes in 

afternoons/evening.   

There’s also a big market for adult learning, 

which mainly takes place in companies. 

Most classes take place in early morning, 

lunchtime and late afternoon, and usually 

are done in the company, so you go from 

place to place.   

 

What qualifications do you need 

to work in Spain? 
A certificate can open doors, but a lot of the 

biggest ELT businesses train people in their 

own method. I did two certificates, one 

which included teaching practice and one 

which was more theoretical.  If you are 

planning to be teaching for a few years, it is 

worth investing in training. 

 

 

Find a CELTA centre in Spain 
 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/find-a-

centre/find-a-teaching-centre/ 

Focus on Spain 

In our Q and A about teaching in different contexts we had a lot of questions about what you 

need to teach in different countries.  Each week we’ll release an information sheet about teaching 

in a different country, written by teachers who are currently working there. This one is all about 

teaching in Spain and is by Nigel, a team leader for Cambridge English who teaches in-company in 

Madrid and co-ordinates a programme at a university.   
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