
 

 

EXPLORING ENGLISH READING LIST 
 

What's the name 
of the book or 
film? 

Who wrote the 
book? 

Which 
country is 
it from? Why did you choose it?  

Cat's Cradle Kurt Vonnegut America Because this book shows us, our narrow thinking 

A Streetcar Named 
Desire 

Tennesssee 
Williams America 

How class conflict destroys the humanity of human 
beings? Class conflict should be demolished from the 
world. If morality exists, no one can do commit! 

Little Women  
Louisa May 
Alcott America  

I read this story over 5 times, and loved it every time. It's 
so realistic and simple, that anyone can relate to. 

The 1992 film of 
Wuthering Heights Emily Brontë American It's a very good production and performance. 

Sobre héroes y 
tumbas. Ernesto Sábato Argentina 

Because Sábato gives a real portrait of the argentine 
society. 

Los árboles 
mueren de pie 

Alejandro 
Casona Argentina Because I read it when I was a teenager. 

Sobre héroes y 
tumbas 

Ernesto 
Sábato. Argentina 

Because Sábato gives a real portrait of the argentine 
society. 

Hopscotch Julio Cortazar Argentine 

I think I can not find words to answer why, maybe because 
our life is so confused that we can not understand where is 
black or white side or maybe because we have a lot of 
thinking in our mind that sometimes it difficult to 
concentrate on reality. The book is perfect but why I don't 
know  

The Thorn Birds 
Colleen 
McCullough Australia 

The Thorn Birds is the epic saga of a family rooted in the 
Australian sheep country. At the story’s heart is the love of 
Meggie Cleary, who can never possess the man she 
desperately adores, and Ralph de Bricassart, who rises 
from parish priest to the inner circles of the Vatican…but 
whose passion for Meggie will follow him all the days of his 
life. 

History of Europe 
from the IV to XV 
siecle Henri Pirenne Belgium 

I read it at least 10 times and it´s a magnificent analysis of 
the causes and ways in which Europe, Asia, Latinamerica 
is shaped nowadays.  

Quincas Borba 
Machado de 
Assis Brazil 

Dom Casmurro is an all-time favorite worldwide, but my 
favorite from the author is Quincas Borba. I think it's funny 
at the same time it's full of mystery. 

The Alchemist Paulo Coelho Brazil It's my favorite writer. 

A Dream of Red 
Mansions Cao Xueqin China 

The novel has a vivid description of Qing Dynasity in 
Chinese history, through which you can see the life and 
people during that time. 

My Country and My 
People Yutang Lin China It is the most complete book about China. 

Time Conqueror 
 .Nehad Sherif Egypt It's sci-fi story that ignites imagination "قاهر الزمن"

His Dark Materials Philip Pullman England 

This fantasy trilogy tells about a young girl from an 
imaginary world who gets involved in wonderful 
adventures in search for the meaning of life. Faith, 
science, fall, sin and innocence, choice, freedom and 
growth are the main themes. It is an enjoyable reading for 



 

young and adults, suitable for English language learners. 
The style and the language are clear and comprehensible. 

Slumdog Millionaire 
(film)  India   

Film - MANTHAN  
Verghese 
Kurien India  

It's based on the WHITE REVOLUTION OF INDIA 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manthan 

The Little Black 
Fish 

Samad 
Behrangi Iran It's a short story that can impress you a lot. 

The Neighbours 
Ahmad 
Mahmoud Iran It's one of the literary masterpiece in our country.  

Shahnameh Ferdowsi Iran 
This book kept alive Persian language from Arabic attack 
in 1000 years ago  

The Happy Prince 
and Other Tales Oscar Wilde Ireland 

Because all of the tales have amazing messages for 
readers of all the ages. 

Uno, nessuno e 
centomil Luigi Pirandello Italy 

it talks about people who show different ways of be. he 
explined that we are one but we have a lot of different 
"faces" in our life. He called people "masks" . 

Nuovo cinema 
Paradiso 

Giuseppe 
Tornatore Italy 

It is a fascinating movie, the director tell us how born is 
love for the seventh art and, metaphorically, how was is 
childhood in Sicily. 
Also the Ennio Morricone's soundtrack is wonderful. 

Oceano Mare 
Alessandro 
Baricco Italy 

I don't know in the translated version, but in Italian the use 
of language and punctuation is quite interesting - and also 
the plot is rather different from other novels. 

Novecento 
Alessandro 
Baricco Italy It gives meaning to the meaningless.  

Il Gattopardo 

Giuseppe 
Tomasi di 
Lampedusa Italy 

Because I think it is an intriguing fictitious story that 
effectively gives account of and interpret the origin of Italy 
as a . 

Jellyfish (Meduse) 
Giancarlo 
Pastore Italy Because it is a nightmare, you must read it! 

Anna 
Niccolò 
Ammaniti Italy 

My sister's name is Anna and she gave me this dystopian 
novel as a present last year because I often mention 'The 
Road' by Cormac McCarthy, one of my favourite books.  

History. A novel (La 
Storia) Elsa Morante Italy 

Because I love it. I've read it two times and a half. It's very 
thick... only if you love it you can read it from the beginning 
to the end and then read it again.  

A brief history of 
seven killings Marlon James Jamaica 

I found this book to be a very interesting reflection of a 
moment and a country I knew almost nothing about 

The Day Lasts 
More Than a 
Hundred Years 

Chingiz 
Aitmatov Kyrgyzstan 

There are several reason why I chose this novel. First of 
all, it is not a well-known book but I believe that it must be. 
Secondly, the book gives interesting information about the 
life and the culture in Central Asia of which most people 
are not aware. Finally, I think the book deserves attention 
because it has a simple narration and a good story. 

The Prophet 
Gibran Khalil 
Gibran 

Lebanese 
American 

it's a philosophical and spiritual book, it talks about love, 
marriage ,children, joy and sorrow...etc It's about life and 
human conditions 

The Book of Mirdad Mikhael Naimi Lebanon 
The author was known for his spiritual writings.The book is 
an allegorical book of philosophy 

Visión de los 
vencidos 

Miguel León 
Portilla México 

Describes the real version about how the natives of 
'Mexico' how they were conquered, and the brutality with 
wich they did. 



 

Apocalipto (film) Mel Gibson México 
Narrates the way of life of the Mayan culture before they 
were conquest for the Spaniards. 

Forest of the 
Hanged' Liviu Rebreanu Romania 

A great literary production depicting the drama of 
Romanians form Transylvania under Austro-Hungarian 
occupation during the WW1 when they had to fight against 
friends and relatives from Romania (then another country), 
causing unbearable conscience struggles and guilt. 

Letters to Monica 
Ecaterina 
Lovinescu Romania 

It is a collection of the actual letters written by Ecaterina 
Lovinescu to her daughter Monica Lovinescu, after the 
latter left communist Romania to study in Paris, where she 
will become the celebrated Free Europe speaker and 
anticommunist fighter. The two were tied by a love out of 
ordinary and they had to suffer a painful separation as the 
newly-installed communist regine will deny their reunion. 

How Much Land 
Does a Man Need? Leo Tolstoy Russia 

I love it very much .It give me more lessons how we will 
live in human society. 

Full collection of 
essays A.P. Chekhov Russia 

I think if you'll have read this with attention it will be equal 
of university education. This is real source of humour and 
sorrow, wisdom and deep knowing of life. 

Master and 
Margarita M.Bulgakov Russia It is a book about our life 

Poetry of Robert 
Burns Robert Burns Scotland His poetry appeals to every one and his life is fascinating 

Black & Blue Ian Rankin Scotland detective 

Memoirs and 
Confessions of a 
Justified Sinner James Hogg Scotland  
The Shadow of the 
Wind 

Carlos Ruiz 
Zafón Spain 

The story combines magic, thrill, politics, love and it is 
written in a fantastic way. 

Obra poética 
completa 

Miguel 
Hernández Spain 

He was an ancestor of mine and his poems are about the 
civil war in Spain and the suffering he and people suffered  

Ocho apellidos 
vascos 

Borja Cobeaga 
y Diego San 
José Spain 

It is about the problem of living in the same country but in 
different regions which have different features and 
manners. It is a comedy 

1. My land and my 
people 2. Freedom 
in exile 

His Holiness 
the 14th Dalai 
Lama of Tibet Tibet 

In the first book,the author (The Dalai Lama) describes 
about Tibet,how it is covered by mightest mountain in the 
world with rich rivers flowing across other Asian countries. 
He also describes about Tibetan people, their nature, 
culture and local food etc. He also describes about this 
beautiful buddhist country with just 6 million people living 
peacefully with nature.  
He also describes the darkest of days when many of 
Tibetans have to leave their own country behind to India 
because of the evil red forces that came to capture our 
land in 1949.  
In the Second book he describes about the life in exile, the 
freedom in exile signifies the cruel reality that we are not in 
our own country. How the Tibetans in exile have set up a 
democratic system in exile and the right to vote their 
leaders. How despites the hardships we Tibetans, (with 
blessing of his holiness the Dalai Lama and support from 
around the world) have took every opportunity to learn 
modern education ,to adapt and in the nearest future get 
back our own motherland from red forces through Speech 
and Dialogue! 



 

The Lord of the 
Flies 

William 
Golding UK It is a terrifying but so real story. 

Hamlet Shakespeare UK 
I like being lonesome of Hamlet, he looks for truth and 
pure love 

Pride and prejudice  Jane Austen  UK 
Fantastic romantic novel book and movie with the melody 
music is really touching 

Pride and Prejudice  Jane Austen UK 
because it was the first book that got me into British 
culture 

Murder on the 
Orient Express Agatha Christie UK The plot is ingenious. 

Martin Chuzzlewit 
Charles 
Dickens UK 

To encounter a lighter side of Dickens since this is a comic 
classic. 

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austin UK Because it's a good story 

Brave new world Aldous Huxley UK It is a very current dystopian classic  

Therapy David Lodge UK It is funny and deep at the same time 

The Razor's Edge 
W. Somerset 
Maugham UK It is a beautiful story about what really matter in life 

High Fidelity Nick Hornby UK 

This was the first book in which I really enjoyed the British 
humor. After reading it I'm always looking for more books 
like this.  

Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen UK 

Firstly, it's my favfourite book。Secondly, many 
outstanding people including W Churchill admired the 
novel. There is a letter written by the famous politician on 
the wall of J Austen's bedroom saying what pleasure the 
book brought him during one of the hardest periods of his 
life. 

Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of 
Secret J K Rowling UK 

It's the only movie based on a book made by J K Rowling 
that really attracted me. 

Wuthering Heights Emily Bronte UK the movie is wonderful 

The Last Kingdom 
Bernard 
Cornwell UK 

I love how the author makes us feel inside the story. 
Besides that, there is a lot of action and interesting 
characters. The main character is also very captivating. 

Portrait of a Lady Henry James UK Well written 

Wuthering Heights  Emily Brontë UK 
To improve my Reading skills and I am really enjoying it so 
I decided to add it to the list. 

Animal Farm George Orwell UK 
It is an interesting book, but also a thought-provoking one. 
It makes me start to think the socialism, if it is truely right. 

Stories about 
Jeeves and 
Wooster 

Sir Pelham 
Grenville 
Wodehouse UK 

It’s maybe not a must, but I still find these stories very 
interesting for the language the author used. Not saying 
that they are merely very funny.  

A Study in Scarlet 
Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle  UK It is a breathtaking classical detective story.  

Sherlock Holmes 
Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle UK It is amazing and knowing literary hero. 

A Street Cat 
Named Bob (book 
and film with the 
same name) James Bowen UK 

A moving autobiographical story both sad and optimistic. 
Tells about a ginger street cat and a busker who became 
friends and helped each other to build a new life in 
London. Easy to read. 

The Pillars of the 
Earth Ken Follett UK It is of historic interest 



 

Jane Eyre 
Charlotte 
Bronte UK I read it when I was in High school and I really enjoyed it. 

White Teeth Zadie Smith UK 

To learn about other people's lives, from a completely 
different point of view, and enjoy the wit of the writer in 
conveying his/her ideas. 

Good Morning, 
Midnight Jean Rhys UK It is meaningful. 

Wolf Hall Hilary Mantel UK This book is wonderfully written and is really entertaining 

The Book of Joy 
Douglas 
Abrams UK 

This book taught us how these two great nobel laureates 
despites the hardships and sufferings finds joy in life's 
unavoidable sufferings! Their life have always centred with 
promoting world peace and spreading the message of love 
and compassion to cultivate fundamental human values. 
This book is great for all age groups as it teach us to find 
joy even in the darkest of hours. 

A Study in Scarlet  
Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle UK Adventure, and full of excite! 

Jane Eyre 
Charlotte 
Brontë UK I love the book, such a beautiful story. 

Three men in a 
boat 

Jerome K 
Jerome UK The humour 

Murder on the 
Orient Express Agatha Christie UK 

The book brings me fond memories of my teenage years 
and my wonder at the unusual thinking that Detective 
Hercule Poirot presented. It was like an invitation to think 
"out of the box," an expression that is so usual today. 

The Lord of the 
Rings J. R. R. Tolkien UK I find it brilliant 

King Lear 
Wiliam 
Shakespeare UK  

The Importance of 
Being Earnest Oscar Wilde  UK 

I love the flow of the story and there is a little secret which 
is revealed as the story goes on! so yeah i think 
recommend it  

Kobzar 
Taras 
Shevchenko Ukraine  

Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain USA Its plenty of life easy to read ,  

My Fair Lady - the 
movie 

George 
Bernard Shaw 
write the book 
but it was 
rewritten as a 
movie USA Costumes, music, acting and delightful story  

11/22/63 Stephen King USA That's the best book that I've ever read 

Some Like it Hot - 
film 

It was an 
original script USA It has been voted the funniest movie ever made. I agree 

Angels & Demons 
(2000), The Da 
Vinci Code (2003), 
The Lost Symbol 
(2009), Inferno 
(2013) and Origin 
(2017) Dan Brown USA 

I am not much sure, I think these books are more logical 
than religious ideology.  

The Princess Bride 
William 
Goldman USA 

I love the film and always I liked to read the book in 
English 



 

Dandelion wine Ray Bradbury USA Makes me feel like a happy child 

The Old Man and 
the Sea 

Ernest 
Hemingway USA A classic world literature. 

Doña Bárbara 
Rómulo 
Gallegos Venezuela  

Because is the most widely known book in my country and 
Latinamerica  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 


