
Free resources for teachers, TAs, community, youth group 
and library staff.

Into Film has hundreds of easy-to-use resources featuring lesson and activity 
ideas, films clips and behind-the-scenes footage.

There are resources for use in film clubs and for use in the curricula of England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. www.intofilm.org/resources 

Free CPD for teachers, TAs, community, youth group and 
library staff.

Into Film offers free bespoke CPD training for groups of 15 or more teachers and 
educators, designed to develop literacy in reading and writing through the use 
of film as text. Into Film also offers training in curricular filmmaking that provides 
the potential for raised attainment in any subject within the curriculum. 

View the offer here:
www.intofilm.org/training

Free film clubs for schools, youth and community groups 
and libraries.

Film clubs provides children and young people a space to watch, discuss and 
review films, as well as the training and resources to make their own. Our 
clubs can be set up for free in state-funded schools and non-school settings 
such as youth clubs, cinemas and libraries. As well as access to thousands 
of fantastic films to watch, clubs are offered opportunities in filmmaking, 
supporting the development of young peoples’ voices. Through participating 
in a film club, children and young people can also take advantage of 
opportunities to engage directly with members of the film industry, discover 
career opportunities and learn how to pursue them.

Contact CPD@intofilm.org to arrange for your whole school 
training day.

Into Film’s Literacy CPD Programme has been developed in close 
collaboration with a range of partners including the BFI, the Bradford Literacy 
Group, a wide variety of subject associations and our growing network of 
CPD practitioners. 

The 3Cs and 3Ss Resource

The 3Cs (Colour, Camera, Character) 
and the 3Ss, (Story, Setting, Sound) can 
be used to help students discuss and 
analyse all the elements of a film text.
 
To use 
After viewing a film or film sequence, just 
roll the dice and ask your students the 
corresponding questions overleaf.
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• What colours do you see?
• How do the colours make you feel?
• When do the colours change and why?
• What do the colours tell you about the time of day 

that the story took place?
• Why do you think certain colours are used?
• What colours would you have chosen?
• Do the colours change when the story is in a different 

setting?
• Are any colours associated with particular characters?
• How important do you think the colours are in the 

film?
• What would the film have been like in black and white 

or in just one colour?
• What mood do you think the colours create?

• What happens in the beginning, middle and at the 
end of the story?

• What are the most important things (events) that 
happen in the story?

• How would the story change if events happened in a 
different order?

• How do we know where the story takes place?
• Who or what is the story about?
• How can we tell?
• How long does the story take in ‘real’ time?
• What do you think happened before the story began?
• What might happen next, after the end of the story?
• How does this story remind you of other stories?
• How would you like the story to continue?

• Is there a main character?
• Is there more than one main character?
• Is the story really about this character or about 

someone else? 
• Who is telling the story?
• What do the main characters look like?
• What might the way they look like tell us about them 

as a character?
• How do they speak and what do they say?
• How do they behave?
• How do they behave towards other characters?
• Do any of the characters have particular music or sounds?
• Which character interests you the most?
• Is there anyone else you would like to see in the story?
• How would the story be different with another 

character added or taken away?

• Where does the action take place?
• Why is the story set in a particular place?
• When and how does the setting change?
• How does the setting affect the characters and the 

way they behave?
• When the story began, where did you think we were?
• How could you tell where the story was taking place?
• Could the same story have happened in a different 

place?
• How do you think the story would have changed if it 

had happened in a different place or setting?
• Can you tell when the story is taking place?
• What clues might there be to tell us whether the 

story is set now or in the past?

• What shots have been used? Can you name them?
• When do you see a long shot or a close-up shot?
• What are the different shots used for?
• Through whose eyes do we see the story?
• When do we see different characters’ point of view?
• When does the camera move and when does it stay still?
• How does the camera help to tell the story?
• What do the first shots tell us about the story, the 

setting etc?
• Why do certain shots follow each other e.g. a long 

shot followed by a close-up?
• How can you tell what the characters are thinking or 

how they are feeling through what the camera does?
• How quickly do the shots change? Does this change in 

different parts of the story?

• How many different sounds do you hear? What are they? 
• Is there music in the film?
• How does the music make you feel?
• When do you hear the music or sounds change?
• What is happening on screen when the sounds or 

music change?
• If you listen to the sounds without the pictures, can 

you tell what is happening on the screen?
• Are there any moments of silence?
• Do any of the characters speak? What do they sound like?
• If you added your own voiceover to the film, who 

would speak and what would they say?
• Can you hear any sound effects?
• Do you think any sounds have been made louder than 

they would be in real life? What are they? Why do you 
think they are louder in the film?

Colours

character

camera sounds

setting

story
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Cut-out 3Cs & 3Ss dice
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Genre

e.g. Western Guns

Horses

Stetsons

Honour

Revenge

Love

The outlaw

The lawman

Bad girl with a 
good heart

Desert

Wilderness

Saloon bars

Perilous 
journeys

Threat of 
ranch rustlers

Intruding 
outlaw gangs

Typical 
props and 

objects

Typical 
themes

Typical 
characters

Typical 
settings

Typical 
plotlines

Genre Conventions
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Setting analysis sheet

Where is the 
story set?

How do the 
characters use 
the space?

How can you tell 
when the story  
is taking place?

What mood is 
created by the 
setting?

Look at the film still and answer the questions to decode the setting.
You can make annotations around the image to help you.
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Setting analysis sheet

Where is the 
story set?

How do the 
characters use 
the space?

How can you tell 
when the story  
is taking place?

What mood is 
created by the 
setting?

Look at the film still and answer the questions to decode the setting.
You can make annotations around the image to help you.
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Accessing film content for use in class

Film education charity Into Film has a catalogue of over 4,000 
full length and short film titles available for free to any state-run 
UK school that starts a film club. Once you have signed up for 
your club, you will be sent weekly DVDs that can be screened in 
class or after school.

Into Film offers a number of products and services to help improve 
attainment and increase understanding through watching, making 
and learning about film. Vibrant resources, CPD training, engaging 
and interactive film clubs, absorbing content for young people and 
the Into Film Festival are all available to our network of members. 
Find out more by visiting www.intofilm.org. 

Feature length content

If you are using feature length content for literacy, it may be 
useful to break it into manageable sections to discuss and 
analyse. Film clips that demonstrate particular aspects of study 
may be useful, particularly for studying books that have been 
made into films. A range of resources containing film clips can 
be downloaded here – www.intofilm.org/training.

Advantages of short films 

Short films are ideal to use in literacy work where the narrative 
structure underpins the learning: 

•	 Short films can usually be screened in their entirety within 
one lesson.

•	 The short running times make repeated viewings possible 
so pupils can acquire detailed familiarity with the work.

•	 Short films, like short stories, are not necessarily governed 
by the same conventions as their longer counterparts. 
Departures from more familiar forms and narrative 
structures can be challenging and may provoke stronger 
responses than more traditional films.

•	 A short film can offer a manageable and stimulating 
resource to develop core skills.

Film is an inclusive medium by virtue of its rich variety of visual and 
auditory content, however it can sometimes be difficult to source film 
content and to ascertain what content may be most useful and suitable.

Throughout this course the film content selected has been 
deemed as suitable for use within a primary setting (by a 
panel of young people and their teachers) but we recommend 
you watch every film in full before using in class to ascertain 
suitability for your cohort of students.

Short film Vimeo playlist 

Clips from a range of short films 
are featured in this course and, in 
each case, the full film is available 
for you to use in class. We’ve 
created a Vimeo playlist for users 
of this course.

If you would like to access the 
Teaching Literacy Through 
Film Vimeo Playlist visit:
www.vimeo.com/album/3601739 
and use the password: 
‘literacyteacher’

In addition to the free Vimeo 
playlist, a wide range of 
excellent short film content is 
available for purchase from the 
BFI including Starting Stories, 
Story Shorts, Screening Shorts 
and Moving Shorts.
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Role on the wall



www.intofilm.org Teaching Literacy Through Film

Happy

Unhappy

Time

Axis of Emotion
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