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Evaluation for arts, culture and heritage: principles and practice

Deep Hanging Out and Ethnographic
Approaches

An approach, which sees audience members more as co-researchers than as
research subjects, is deep hanging out, a term developed by Clifford and
Gertz.

This involves long-term, close-up, informal immersion in a group of

participants involving discussion of what they experience.

This approach helps audiences to create and explain their own summaries of
what they value alongside close-up observation of when, where, and how

they engage.

These are approaches, which understand groups or communities, particularly

through participant observation, ie, watching them while also taking part.

They can provide a particularly rich source of qualitative insights.
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