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Teacher's view: 
Teaching in reality 
We invite Patrick Pritchett, Headteacher at Evendons 
Primary School, to expand further on his comments 
from the video about not lining up. 

 

Time 

My main point to the question above is that it took time. This was an approach that we 

took from the beginning of the school with two classes of reception children, one Year 1 

class and one Year 2 class - 100 children in total. After a year, it was fairly well received. 

As more time went on, more children were able to regulate each other. After that, we 

took this approach with every class from nursery to Year 6.  

What is acceptable? 

The children were afforded a good deal of freedom from the beginning and I recall them 

walking to an assembly chatting with some of the children walking along a low wall. A 

visiting colleague observed this and remarked that this was something we would have to 

rectify. This began a conversation about what needed rectifying. They were not in a line 

and some were on the wall, but they were not making lots of noise, nor were they fooling 

around. They were walking with some purpose towards the hall for an assembly and 

doing what people do when they are walking in a group; they were socialising and 

interacting. My main point here is that we had to identify what was acceptable behaviour 

and for us, all of the above was acceptable. It would be unreasonable that is was 

unacceptable.  

Sharing this approach 

We would also discuss the approach through with the children. It was as simple as giving 

different scenarios of how they would like to be treated and asking them to tell us which 

they preferred. This was frequently discussed in school during class times, assemblies 

and often during parent tours when we would try to get the children to explain the culture 

of the school to visiting parents. If they ever said 'we don't have to line up...' we would 

ask them to explain why; or what difference do they feel this makes to the school or to 

them personally. As they got older, they would be more thoughtful about this and by year 
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6 talked as though there was a real partnership between children and adults. They 

seemed to appreciate the responsibility. 

Self-regulation 

I think the consistent approach made the difference and as the children matured, they 

really did behave brilliantly. All schools will say this about their children but the feedback 

from places we visited supported our view that they were excellent at self-regulating.  

That is not to say that it always went well! We would regularly do the following when 

things went wrong:  

• Ambush them (with humour). I would wait at the end of a long path towards their 

meal at lunchtime and pop out as they sprinted (they knew they had to go back 

and walk). A colleague of mine used to do something very similar at another 

school – they would sit at the end of the checked-floor corridor waiting for children 

to run 

• Ask them to leave the hall and come back in 

• Remind them about role models 

• Ask them if they knew what we were going to say before we said it. If they did, 

then we avoided a lecture  

• Quiet, private praise where possible  

Coming back from play 

This continues to be the most challenging time. I am aware some schools ring bells and 

children freeze and then they line up. We don’t do this but, visually and aurally, we let 

them know the break is coming to an end. The children simply gather but not in a line. 

Sometimes when gathered, we chat through the lost property or tell them something 

humorous as they go in. We try to find something to bring the children back to a 

calmness prior to walking into the classroom. Playground markings help so that children 

know where to go, stand or sit. Sitting helps enormously. We have also found it is helpful 

for the children to be met by their teachers at the end of play. It works with any age group 

to praise them and ask if they would mind getting back to their classroom and settling 

down to work on their own; they just find it hard to do that every day.  

None of this is perfect but given time and consistency I think the children will become 

sociable, independent, and more able to self-regulate with this approach. They just might 

not look very tidy!  

 

 


