
Genealogy: Researching Your Family Tree 

Google Hangout 1: Questions 

 

1. My question is now that I have traced my ancestors to Europe (and other 
places), what is the best way to do International research? Which records are 
available online? Where should I look? Which terminology differences should I 
be aware of? Once I get to their country of origin I don't really know what 
direction to go in. 
 
The best way to go about doing research outside the current country of origin 
is to gain as many details as possible about the places your research will be 
moving to. Any place names mentioned, etc. that might give you a good idea of 
where the people came from.  
The availability of online records from country to country varies quite widely, as 
does where you should look and terminology can vary quite widely as well.  
What I do when moving to a new country that I’ve not dealt with before is to 
look at the FamilySearch wiki for advice and to look at Cyndi’s List for links to 
sites of interest. I also search out specialist family history societies such as the 
Anglo-German FHS (http://www.agfhs.org/site/index.php) or the Federation of 
Swedish Genealogical Societies (http://www.genealogi.se/finding-your-
swedish-roots ) who often have great lists of links, advice and friendly and 
knowledgeable experts on tap.  
 

2. How does anyone classify documents they have collected as part of their 
research? Drowning in bits of paper collected over the years! 
 
We’ll go over some ideas on this in week six and in week two’s ‘What’s in a 
Name’ story line some ideas were shared as well. Rhonda R. McClure of the 
New England Genealogical Institute wrote a useful article on this 
(http://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-
resources/read/getting-organized ).  
 

3. Are there any tips on searching a database with a common surname e.g. Clark, 
Clarke, Clerk or does it really mean going through thousands of records........? 
 
Your fellow students had good ideas - searching on sibling names and looking 
for unusual middle names. I often try to use keywords in conjunction with a 
common name if this is possible in a database, such as adding in names of 



occupations, place of birth and so on. However common names can just be 
difficult and yes...can mean trawling through many records! 
 

4. I have several questions - if I had to go step by step in tracking down primary 
sources, where should I start, which documents would be the most helpful and 
should I go directly to the public record owners? Are subscription services a 
good thing or are they just taking advantage of records other organizations are 
already making available? How can I search German and Romanian records? 
Once people make it to the US, I can track them on the censuses, but the 
earlier ancestors are fuzzy. 
 
We'll cover some of this in week 3 and week 2 insofar as what databases cover 
what areas of the world, and what type of data different sources are likely to 
hold.  
Yes, subscription sources do often include information freely available 
elsewhere but they usually do have unique sets of data as well. It can be 
difficult to know where things overlap but I do try using free sources first and 
then if they don’t provide what I need, a subscription database might.  
See answer to question one.  
 

5. Would it be possible for us to see the subjects that are going to be covered in 
forthcoming weeks in more detail? Just a list of the topics, not access to the 
teaching material. I think this would have several advantages. First, it would 
help us to ask questions or raise discussions at the most relevant part of the 
course. Second, it would allow time for independent study and reading around 
the relevant topics.  
 
This has been done – see step 1.1 in week one for what will be covered in 
weeks two through six.  
 

6. Also, a glossary of key genealogical terms would be a useful addition. 
 
I’ve added links to some good glossaries in step 1.7 in week one.  
 

7. I'd never heard of 'fuzzy matching' so maybe a quick definition of wild cards, 
soundex, fuzzy matching may be useful.  
 
See week two, steps 2.11 and 2.12 for more on these.  
 



8. My sister has now researched back several hundred years. Will the course give 
advice on searching earlier sources? 
 
Not really, our focus on this course is to teach you genealogical research 
techniques more broadly rather than focusing on a specific country or time 
period’s sources. However, we will be sharing ideas on useful sources which 
might help you identify earlier sources such as the FamilySearch wiki or 
Cyndislist.   
 

9. Does Scotland's People deny subscriptions 'cos legally random searches are 
prohibited? I must specify an individual? 
 
I am not really sure why ScotlandsPeople don’t have subscriptions – it’s 
something that the genealogical community has been requesting for quite a 
while. However, there will be a new company working with the Scottish 
Government from September to provide the ScotlandsPeople website and 
database so things might change in the subscription vs. credits world. There 
will be a newly designed site to go along with the change over…there is more 
on this change at the Scottish Government’s web site 
(http://devolved.governmentcomputing.com/news/nrs-picks-caci-to-help-
develop-scotlands-people-ancestry-site-4691870 ).  
 

10. Can U talk about usage of terms in Census returns plse? Why r some relatives 
entered as Lodgers or Boarders? 
 
It’s a bit odd to find relatives entered as lodgers or boarders – usually if it’s a 
fairly close relationship, then you’d see niece, nephew, mother-in-law, etc. 
given. However, the enumerator (ie. the person who takes down the census 
information) just knows what they are told so your ancestors may have just 
used those terms.  
 
The enumerators would have been given instructions on what terms to use in 
what situations but sometimes they didn’t understand the instructions, didn’t 
act upon them or the instructions were just unclear.  This appears to be the 
case for all countries for all the years in which censuses were taken…if you 
read about issues that genealogist have with their findings and also read 
articles on the history of the census, this comes across very clearly.  
 
The GenDocs webpage has some terms 
(http://homepage.ntlworld.com/hitch/gendocs/abbrcen.html) and this site for 



the US census gives links to instructions for the census takers across many 
census years 
(https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/census_instruct
ions/)  
 

11. Has birth registration always been mandatory in the UK? If not, when did it 
become a legal requirement? And is it possible to find the cause of death 
online? Or anywhere 
 
No, civil birth registration started in England and Wales in 1837 but it wasn’t 
mandatory at that time; that happened in 1874. In Scotland, civil birth 
registration started in 1855 and was mandatory from the start. For Ireland, civil 
birth registration began in 1864 and was mandatory from this date.  
Causes of death can usually be found on death certificates in the UK.  
I’ve added a link to a website giving modern meanings of old death terms on 
step 1.7 in week one.  
 

12. No father's name on marriage certificate from 1845: is groom illegitimate? 
Other possible reasons? 
 
Certainly possible the groom was illegitimate. The groom might not have 
known their father’s name, I have seen that! Or the registrar might have made 
a mistake and just not written a father’s name down. 
 

13. Someone asked about tracing the father of an illegitimate child? 
 
See Yvette Hoitink’s excellent article on this for many ideas on tracing the 
father of an illegitimate child – I can’t do better than her! You’ll find it at 
(http://www.dutchgenealogy.nl/how-to-find-the-father-of-an-illegitimate-
child/).  


